
 

The Caller  1 

 

Quotes to Ponder 2 

Team Reports 3-4 

UCC News 5 

Community Events 5 

Holy Week 6 

Lenten Study 6 

Mailbag 7 

Birthdays 7 

Calendar 8 

Photo Gallery 9 

Inside this issue: 

 

Western laziness consists of cramming our lives with compulsive activity,  

so that there is no time at all to confront the real issues.     

                                                                                                                                                                            ~ Sogyal Rinpoche, Buddhist Monk 
 

 April 19 is the date of the first full moon after the Spring equinox ~ 

a.k.a. the First Day of Spring.  The first Sunday following that first full moon is 

when we celebrate Easter.  I cannot remember when I first heard about this 

cosmic dance of the Sun, the Moon and our Earth that moved into position each 

year and determined whether Easter was going to be “early” or “late.”   

Just a little study of every religion will reveal holy days which are 

connected to movements of the Sun, Earth and Moon; Jews use the same cosmic 

dance of Sun, Moon and Earth to determine a starting date for the Jewish festival 

of Passover.  All of these celestial bodies have provided a structured reality for 

the lives of homo sapiens ever since we evolved to the point where we could 

study and take note of the very dependable, phases of the moon, seasons and 

stars. 

For me, it is interesting to note that Easter and Earth Day are right next to 

each other this year.  Easter is not only a celebration of life over death and the 

holy mystery of a Risen Christ; it is also a celebration of Spring and the rebirth of 

light from a season of darkness.  The Earth has provided a context ~ a habitat ~  

a home for humans to live and dance and celebrate and tell stories for thousands 

of years.   

There is a fundamental relationship between our celebration of the Risen 

Christ and our little piece of the cosmos racing through space embedded in the 

Milky Way Galaxy.  In the haste of our very busy, routine-filled days, we too 

easily forget both, let alone the connection.  Easter is a day to remember no day  

is routine, every day is a miracle and every moment an opportunity for the Risen 

Christ to bring change in our lives. 

We would do well to ponder the 

quotes of Thomas Berry found in this 

newsletter as we celebrate Easter and Earth 

Day.  Many have begun to think of our Earth 

not as a big rock orbiting the Sun but a 

spaceship with a delicate eco-system crying 

out for nurturing attention.  Such attention is 

critical if we wish to have a sustainable 

environment within which the Easter story 

can be shared and celebrated with children 

far beyond our seventh generation. 

 

Peace,  
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tues./Thurs./Fri.: 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

E-mail:                                        office@corningucc.org 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Supply Pastor:   Rev. Gary McCaslin 

Secretary:                            Brenda Passmore 

Lenten Study April 4, 11 

Women’s Fellowship April 10 

Palm Sunday/Egg Hunt/ 

Potluck Luncheon 

April 14 

Maundy Thursday Service April 18 

Good Friday  April 19 

Easter April 21 

Earth Day April 22 

Blair-Bigler-Perry Concert June 23 

Dates to Remember: 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:  Brenda is in the office Tu./Th./Fri. 9am-12pm 

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

 

 

QUOTES to PONDER for Earth Day 
                                                           from Thomas Berry, geologian 
 

 
 

 

It is time to step back and find the human place in the 

natural world and not think that we can make the human 

world primary and the natural world secondary. We must  

say to ourselves,  
 

Let’s begin to try to understand the natural world and find 

a way of prospering the natural world first and then find 

our survival within that context.  
 

Because if we think we can put ourselves first and then fit 

the natural world into our program, it’s not going to work. 

We have got to fit the human project into the Earth project. 

 

 
 

Human health is a subsystem of the Earth’s health.  

We cannot have well humans on a sick planet. 

 

 
 

Both education and religion need to ground themselves 

within the story of the Universe as we now understand this 

story through empirical knowledge. Within this functional 

cosmology, we can overcome our alienation and begin the 

renewal of life on a sustainable basis. This story is a 

numinous revelatory story that could evoke the vision and 

the energy required to bring not only ourselves but the 

entire planet into a new order of magnificence. 
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Women’s Fellowship 
Wednesday, April 10th, 11:30 a.m. 

 

Women’s  
Fellowship 

Corning Area Aging in Place Meeting 
Thursday, April 18th at 10 a.m. 

Back by popular demand......... 
Nancy Williamson, CEO ServU Credit Union 

Nancy will discuss the new tax law.  Though the tax 

deadline’s passed, perhaps it’ll help you with next 

year’s filing.  She’ll also have tips and strategies to 

protect your identification and financial accounts.  

Nancy’s presentations are always filled with wit and 

wisdom. 

Please bring a bag lunch.  We will prepare 

Exam Goodie Boxes for our college students,  

so please bring goodies and items for the boxes 

such as snacks, munchies, powdered drinks, etc. 

– Small items that college students might 

appreciate receiving.   All women are invited.  

The Blair- Bigler-Perry Concert 
Sunday, June 23rd at 3pm 

Organist John Plagerman & Brass Works 

Thank you congregation for your support of our 

mission in March - UCC’s One Great Hour of 

Sharing. 

 

In April, our mission will be Habitat for Humanity, 

a nonprofit organization that helps families build 

and improve places to call home.  Affordable 

housing plays a critical role in strong and stable 

communities.     

Mission and Outreach 

Palm Sunday, Easter Egg Hunt &  

Pot Luck Lunch- April 14th! 
 

Palm Sunday will include an Easter Egg Hunt and 

a Potluck Lunch.  Please bring a dish-to-pass.   

A ham will be provided for the fellowship meal.   

This is sponsored by the Church Family & 

Community Life Ministry Team who are looking 

at opportunities for church family togetherness.  
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Transition Team 

The Transition 

Team is still 

actively looking 

for interim 

minister 

candidates to 

interview for 

our position. As of today, we have 

received seven more profiles, which we 

will review over the next few weeks. We 

continue to work with Rev. Dr. Marsha 

Williams from the UCC NY Conference 

on this process. 

 

We are grateful to Rev. Gary McCaslin for 

serving as pulpit supply, which he will 

continue to do through Easter. As a 

reminder, he is not being considered for 

the interim minister role because he would 

have to leave our congregation once a 

permanent minister is found. Our Worship 

Ministry Team, headed by Jan 

Kostolansky and Annie McCaslin, will 

make sure that we have pulpit supply 

ministers as long as we need them. 

 

Some have asked why we need to have an 

interim minister, and can’t just begin the 

search for a settled pastor. The short 

answer is that an interim pastor helps us 

evaluate and clarify our needs as a church, 

and resolve whatever conflict exists as 

much as possible. This allows the church 

to search for a settled pastor from a 

position of strength and peace, rather than 

a state of desperation and turmoil. You can 

read more about the role and benefits of 

having an interim minister here: 

http://www.ucc.org/across-the-ucc-interim 

https://healthychurch.org/interim-ministry/ 

 

With blessings, The Transition Team 

Rachel Hofstetter, Gary McCaslin, Sue 

McMaster, Debby Perry, Laurelyn 

Simons, Ed Reif, Jill VanDewoestine 

A New Supply Pastor Will be in the Pulpit! 

 
 While the Transition Team has been surveying information 

about potential interim ministers and interviewing candidates, 

Gary McCaslin has certainly enjoyed leading worship through 

Advent and then just a little longer through Lent and Easter. 

 

 We are delighted to introduce a pastoral team ~ Ken and Peg 

Williams ~ who will be leading worship the four Sundays 

following Easter.  Peg will preach April 28, Ken on May 5, 

Peg again on May 12, and Ken will preach on May 19.  They 

have provided the following information so we might get to 

know their personal and pastoral history. 

 

Ken Williams has been engaged in Christian ministry for 42 

years. He has served in both pastoral ministry and as an 

American Baptist Churches, USA, denominational executive, 

most recently as Interim Executive Minister for the American 

Baptist Churches of Connecticut (2016-17). Ken served for 25 

years as a volunteer chaplain to emergency services personnel 

(Fire and Police) in Brighton, NY, utilizing specialty training 

in Critical Incident Stress Management. He is a graduate of 

Campbell University (B.S.), Colgate Rochester Crozer 

Divinity School (M. Div.), and McCormick Theological 

Seminary (D. Min.).  Ken retired as Senior Pastor of the First 

Baptist Church of Rochester, NY, after 14 years of service 

there. He is a native of Aberdeen, NC. 

 

Peg Williams has been in ministry since the age of 40 when 

she entered Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, 

IN.  She is a native Hoosier; graduated from Indiana 

University (Indianapolis) in 1991 and CTS in 1995.  She 

became an ordained American Baptist minister in 

1995.  During seminary she served as Associate Pastor for 

three United Methodist churches.  She has also served 

churches in Rochester, NY, Shaker Heights, OH and 

Lafayette, IN.  She has served two churches -- First Baptist 

Church of Penfield, NY and Community UCC in Raleigh, NC, 

as a certified intentional interim pastor/consultant. 

 

Peg and Ken “retired” to Durham, NC, in 2014. A few months 

ago, they returned to live in Rochester as part of the St. John’s 

Senior Living Community, yearning to be closer to their 

youngest grandchildren in Western New York. Their blended 

family includes four adult children and six grandchildren. 

 

Peg and Ken will be with us in worship on Sunday 7 April for 

initial introductions, to see how we operate and then return 

after Easter.  Please make them feel welcome! 

http://www.ucc.org/across-the-ucc-interim
https://healthychurch.org/interim-ministry/


 

The Caller  5 

 

 

UCCNY Women's 2019 Annual Conference  
May 2-4 at Watson Homestead Conference Center, Painted Post, NY  

The keynote speaker and closing worship preacher will be Rev. Rachel 

Hackenberg. For more information and registration information, click here.  

UCC News 

2019 Annual Meeting 
New York Conference United Church of Christ 
This is a joint meeting together with the Regional Synod of New York, 

Reformed Church in America. 

Date: May 17-18 

Place: Grand Hotel Poughkeepsie, Poughkeepsie, NY 

Theme: “Journey Together: Walking With Christ” 

Scripture Theme: Luke 23: 30-32 

The logo was created by our old friend Rev. J.K Boodley! 

Community Events 

Muds & Suds 
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 10am 2pm 

Watson Homestead, 9620 Dry Run Road, Painted Post, NY 

A Family-Fun Day for children ages 5 to 12.  This is a child friendly, age appropriate, 

non-competitive event to bring children together for some of their favorite Spring 

things: Being Active, Being Outside and Getting Dirty! To register or for more 

information, contact Watson Homestead at 607-962-0541 or 

whomestead@stny.rr.com.  For directions, go to our website at www.watsonhomestead.com. 

Mother’s Day Brunch 
Sunday, May 12th, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Watson Homestead, 9620 Dry Run Rd., Painted Post 

Reservations required - Call 607-962-0541 

$16.50 per person, $8.50 children 6-11, 5 and under FREE. 

Sponsored by Corning Catering, Inc.   For more information call:  607-962-0541  

Jewish Food Festival 
Sunday, May 5th, 11am-3pm 

Congregation Kol Ami, 1008 W. Water St., Elmira, NY 

Tickets: 607/734-8112 

A trip in time to the gastronomic delights of the Lower East Side  

of New York City. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IIZ04AFvHJyQ0Tj0THvWuOlYKau9x0ShZkCLMbIOJgCYE6OCiP1YGs8TWISiaXKxRNOfTQYPGnNt6RTMnC3JOxDajEof4yx7xMslJYEfritqG145NZ-u8pkbTEGDlJULgVO0IEC3faUlJ1gwSyUWAzoSsaP7VqTSxo28dSmnXTF-L7WXpSplDELQxTgKWm_4&c=ordOQtBVGDpH3t-QeVC84PkC_A0K1JhIS
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LENTEN STUDY - “Stories of Survival and Separation” 
Thursday, April 4th & 11th 
Soup Supper at 6 p.m., Study & Discussion, 6:30 p.m. 

Hosted by Emanuel Lutheran Church 

149 West William Street Corning 
 

Participating Churches: Christ Episcopal Church, Emanuel Lutheran Church,  

First Baptist Church of Painted Post, First Congregational United Church of Christ,  

and First United Methodist Church. 
 

All are welcome to join us.  Fran’s Landing will cater the soup & bread. 

PALM SUNDAY 
4/14 at 10:00 AM 

Easter Egg Hunt  

Pot Luck to follow 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
4/18 at 7:00 PM 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
4/19 at 12:00 pm 

Christ Episcopal Church 

EASTER SUNDAY 
4/21 at 10:00 AM 
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The Mailbag!  Birthdays!  

Dear Women’s Fellowship, 

Just a quick (and slightly belated) note to thank you for the 

Christmas cookies.  I’ve been receiving them every year 

from you.  Delicious tasty treats!  Your thoughtfulness is 

very much appreciated. 

Best Wishes, Barbara Dick 

Dear Women’s Fellowship, 

Thank you so kindly for the delicious Christmas cookies 

delivered to my door.  For someone who has never made a 

cookie, this is truly a wonderful and generous gift. (and also 

very tasty)!! 

Ed Reif 

 

3rd Andrew Barber 

3rd Christian Bratti 

4th Michael Walker 

12th Cathy Hogan 

14th Pat Iddings 

14th                        Ellis Wilken 

15th                     Christine Wilken 

16th Judy Graf 

20th Pam Schmitt 

21st Matthew Hageman 

21st Maxwell Joseph Jennings 

24th Nina Howard 

26th Tess Barber 

26th Marcia Bratti 

28th Betty Carpenter 

2019 EASTER SUNDAY FLOWERS 
 

White Trumpet Easter Lily    $16.00 each   __________ 

Tulips                                                                         $14.00 each   __________  

Daffodils                                         $14.00 each   __________ 

 

Given by           ___________________________ 

 

In honor of        ___________________________ 

 

In celebration of __________________________ 

 

In memory of    ___________________________ 

 

Please have your order to Joyce by March 31, 2019. 

Orders, with check, made payable to:  

First Congregational Church  

Flower Fund should be sent to: 

Joyce Nelson  

104 Pritchard Avenue 

Corning, NY  14830 

Phone: (607) 962-8945 

 

Orders may also be put in the collection plate or turned 

into the office. 

Thank you very much for your  

participation. 

               

Joyce Nelson has extended the deadline for Easter 

flower orders until Thursday, April 4th.  So if you’d still 

like to place your order, let Joyce know by Thursday.   
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Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the 

Calendar/Events tab for the most up-to-date version.   
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Photo Gallery  

 

On March 12, Women's Fellowship was 

visited by Sgt, Shawn Shutt and his 

canine companion, Daimon, a male 

German Shepherd originally from 

Holland used by the Steuben County 

Sheriff's office for tracking and narcotics 

detection.   

 

They learned about the many success 

stories they’ve had together and enjoyed 

an informative demonstration.  We are 

fortunate to have this capability in our 

county and appreciated their visit.  

Is it Spring yet?  Joyce Nelson in the 

church parking lot braving the cold! 
Sgt. Shutt and Daimon. 

The Lenten Study 

at Emanuel 

Lutheran Church  

March 21st. 

 

Christ Episcopal Church, 

Sunday, March 3rd. 

Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper! 

Thanks for the 

photos Father Troy 

Preston and Christ 

Episcopal Church! 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


